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0°Py* University, 

Leeds . 

15th December* 102D. 

D ear Sir Dcrabji, 

Uiss Charlotte Mason, the foundress of the Parents' 
Rational Educational Union, is a. teacher of very remarkable 
insight situ an inspiring personality, great concentration of 
purpose and literary gift. Though now elderly and delicate, she 
is th- animating force of a widespread and well organised 
movement, which is centred in Amble aide where she lives. 

Her influence has been humanising, and an excellent 
corrective to tendencies towards mechanical routine in school 
organisation. She lays great stress on wide reading, and sncouragea 
children to read standard books for recreation. 

Tile effects of her teaching have been most widely felt in 
the private instruction given by women teachers who iave small 
groups oi children to teach in the homes of their employers. Miss 
Mason has raised the standard, an has greatly widened the outlook 
of many private governesses. She has kindled among parents 

-i -at in education - especially among the more thoughtful 

well-,,o-do- classes. Her "House of Education" lias 
trained many women who teach in private homes. 

Sllb a PP^yi n g her idea to many elementary schools, 
where the results have been liberating, humanising and 
individual iaing, especially on the side of literary study - 
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(Including in literature, history, geography, and art). 

One may say that she is a powerful enemy of cramming, of 
learning by rote, and of all kinds of teaching which deprive the 
pupil of the self- training which comes through independ nt work. 

In th* humanistic studies she pleads for the s^lf-actlvity 
which is the main principle of Dr. Montesscri'e doc trios as 
applied to the sense- training of young children. 

You are likely to find, among the teachers whom Miss I£ason 
has trained, many with fine educa ional ideals, and with 
successful expert nee in kindling the interest, and refining the 
taste, cf small groups of children, educated at home and in 
comfortable circumstances . 

The girls who will cone to your School at Poona will, many 
of their, co ice from home b of a corresponding position ana from 
private tuition. 

On this side of the question, I an hopeful that you may come 
across a candidate with satisfactory qualifications and with the 
right kirdi of skill , 

a’l^t I am lass sanguine about is your finding anyone in this 
nuarter who hat* experience of b oarding-schoo l life and who would 
be ahlfe to adapt to Indian conditions th: best experience gained 
in such schools in England. 




tfurtherrtore, it would b.e n cesBary to find someone who b» 
had experience in organising a school, as distinct from ?. 
email class Of pupils. 

I hope what I have written will be of service to you in 
your consideration of the matt - r * 

Be lie we me. 

Yours sincerely, 

.vl * E* hs, He r * 













17th December, 1 ^ 30 # 


Dear Sir Michael, 

I think Sir Dorebj Tata baa told you that 
through my broth r he has become interested in the P* .K * . 
and is thinking of having Miss Mason 1 teaching and one 
of her students for his new board ing-echool? I feel sure 
that her liberal curriculum, of course somewhat adapt -d, 
is the answer to hie search for a more humanising education 
at least for the upper class Indian girls. 

Sir Dorebj haa shown me your letter, which gives me 
great pleasure in your wise appreciation of Miss Mason’s 
wor >* At the end of your letter you naturally comment on 
the unlikelihood of there beins* any lady trained by Uiae 
; aeon with boarding-school exp rience or experience of 
organising a new mov rnent. I say "naturally" because I do 
not hink you have been intimately in touch with the work 
(exc pt in connection with the elementary schools) of late 
years . As a ma ter of fact, the Training College has been 
in exist once for over 30 yea-s and during that time many of 
the 400 odd students have had this experience. Very few 
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go now as governesses in private families; there are not enough 
to go round- There are about ten ladieB who would, I think, 
be suitable for Sir Dorebj's poet- Of these ten none are 
actually free at the moment, but I have persuaded Miee Mason 
to release Misa Devonshire who 1 b now Head of the Practising 
School at Anbleside. Sir Dorehj ie to see Mias Devonshire this 
week-end and I have asked him to arrange for you to do so too - 
naturally he would think moat highly of your opinion, knowing 
as you do Indian conditions as well as English* I am therefore 
troubling you with certain details with regard to Miss Devonshire 
She is of extremely good social standing; her brother has 
a high leg 1 position under Government in Egypt. She has 
personality; she has had a echool of her own and considerable 
responsibility in Buernos Ayres, where this summer they tried 
to Induce her to start a boarding-house for young men *ho were 
alone in the town, to mother them and to help them. This shows 
you what sort of woman e he is. As regards actual teaching, 
there are many students quite a© good or even better, but I 

feel that with her prwer she would be a perfect head of such a 
school , 




Mtp * on c 




I very much hop© Sir Dor oh j will h© able to decide soon 
after a sing Miss Devonshire as she will have to resign her 
present post to take the Indian on© and cannot he out of 
wor ■ for long as she Is not well off. 

Sir Dorbbj and Lady Tata thfcu^h they are convinced that 
a degree may cover a rather wooden ani academic fiereon, feel 
afraid that the absence of letters after Miss Devonshire's 
name may he detrimental tc the success of the school. I cannot 
help feeling that this will not he so; directly they start on 
our lines with the twenty or thirty girls they know they can 
get at once, the delight of the giirls in their work would 
prove to other parents that the school was worth supporting. 

Ab you know Ambleside students a^e In tremendous dew nd * 
the Begum of Bhopal at this noment cannot gM on for her 
daughters, who are working in the Parents 1 Union School withcut 
this help* We are asked daily for students to fill Mg 
posts in schools and elsewhere. Lait year one students was 
appointed at a salary of £600 a year as Principal of the 
Borough fioad Polytechnic an i another, without going through the 
usual mill, has Just got an appointment in one of the Council 
School© in Glouoesterd shire on Miss Mason's certificate. 




I a" quoting on a separate r#per what Misr Devonshire 
herself says about the work. 

Apologising for the length of this letter. 

Believe me, 

Yours sincerely. 


?.S. I enclose some information as regard M'sb Mason's work 
in private schools, which may interest you. 



